THE MANY FORMS OF DIVINATION:
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CANDLE DIVINATION (LYCHNOMANCY)





Candle flames represents the light in the darkness, & as such can be used to give 


us insight into yes & no answers. Like life itself, it can be easily extinguished


It harnesses the energy force needed for prediction. Candles were often seen as a


reflection of man or woman, and is the reason that candles were linked closely with


birth, death & love. There was also a belief that for every candle that went out in


one place, another was lit & represented the spirit of one life passing into another.


A blue flame was said to indicate that a spirit or ghost was passing.


A bright spark suddenly flaring up suggests that a stranger or letter bringing good


news is coming for the person sitting nearest the candle. If the person wished to 


know the date of the arrival, they should knock the candlestick on the table & count,


starting with the present date, until the spark fell out or the candle flame faded.


Snuffing out a candle accidentally indicates an unexpected wedding or birth.


Candle flames or torches are kept burning in the mid-winter solstice festivities to


persuade the sun not to die, but to shine again.


Candles were also used as love charms until late Victorian times. A girl would call


her lover to her by putting two intertwined pins in a lighted candle, saying;





                         ‘Tis not these pins I wish to burn, 


                         But my love's heart I wish to turn.                        


                           May he neither sleep nor rest,                            


                           ‘Till he has granted my request.





In some country places at All Hallows Eve a candle was carried along a sheltered path


from 11pm until midnight, and taken around houses, farms & barns in the village.


If the candle went out, it was seen as a bad omen for the coming year.





Candles have also traditionally been used in curses. In the 15th century several witches


were put on trial, accused of trying to murder people by naming a black candle after them,


letting the wax fall, forming a doll from the wax, sticking pins into it, then letting


the candle burn away.








Candle Wishes:








Using appropriate candle colours & combining coloured paper or ink, write your wish or


desire out. Be specific about your wish, as any form of magic or divination best works 


with a definite time scale & narrow focus. BE REALISTIC. 


Light a candle & look into the flame, see what it is you most need or desire moving closer.


Feel the excitement, pleasure or relief that the fulfillment of your wish will bring.


Hold the parchment into the candle flame facing downwards. Place a plate under the candle


to catch the ash so you can use it in ash divination.


If the parchment burns quickly success will be instant, if it burns slowly, stops, smoulders


& begins again you will also succeed, it will just take longer.


As the parchment burns look into the candle flame & see yourself happier & more successful but


still the same person as you are now.
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FIRE DIVINATION (PYROMANCY)


Like candle divination, but on a larger scale fire divination is a dynamic symbol of life.


Gazing into its great flame to see all manner of omens.


In ancient mythology it is the belief that fire was stolen either from the gods or the


sun, then handed onto mankind.


Sacrifices were made to the god's by placing them upon the open flame.


If the flame burned bright & clear it was a sign of a good omen. If the flame spluttered or


appeared dull or noisy, the god's were displeased & bad luck would befall the offerers





Flaming Fortunes:


For fast answers to your questions may be obtained by writing the question on a piece of paper.


Sit by a fire that is still glowing, but the flames have died down. Cast your paper into the fire.


If the paper flares up immediately into a flame, the answer is yes for future good fortune.


If the paper does not burn fiercely, or does not burn completely through, then the fire omen is


not a good one, & the outcome will not be favourable.








SMOKE DIVINATION (CAPNOMANCY)


In many cultures, it has been customary to place incense on a fire to entice the spirits to help


with their intentions. By the appearance & behaviour of the smoke that ensued, good or bad omens could


be forecast. Used first by the Native Americans, smoke acted as a smudging tool to cleanse & purify.


A bundle of herbs were tied together & set smoldering, so the smoke could be passed over a person or


through a space to carry away all evil & contamination.





Smoke Predictions:


In your garden light a small fire that is made from wood that is slightly damp, this provides plenty of smoke.


Sit on the ground in the front of the fire & close your eyes for a few minutes, while concentrating on


your desired question.


Take a deep breath in & blow your breath directly into the centre of the smoke.


If the smoke moves to the right of the fire, the answer is yes & the omen is favourable.


Smoke moving to the left indicates a no to the question asked & the omen is not favourable one.


If the smoke shoots straight up, then the question will not be answered at that particular time.








ASH DIVINATION (TEPHRAMANCY)


The ancients saw fire in three stages.


First the fire itself, regarded as the seed of all existing things. 


Second was the smoke, this was & is used to flush & cleanse any harmful nature spirits from the forest.


Third is the ash that remained, it is respected as the nutritious blanket of fertility on the ground, 


a continuous reminder of the earth's promised replenishment.





When the ash has collected on the saucer, tip it onto plain white paper.


Holding the paper firmly in both hands, gently shake the ashes until they form a picture.


You may see a picture or several images, perhaps an animal, person or bird.


The first interpretation of the image that comes into your mind will be the right one.


You may find that the symbol is one that appears in your dreams or will apear soon afterwards.





You may also gather ash from the fire & scatter it on the ground, making sure it is at least 1/4 of an 


inch thick. 


Close your eyes & throw onto the ash a handful of grain, such as wheat, corn or barley.


Count how many grains have remained on top of the ashes.


If the number is even, it is a sign of good luck. If the number is un-even then your luck is out at the


moment, and is best not to take risks for a while.
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DIVINATION BY TOUCH (PSYCHOMETRY)


Psychometry is using a personal object, such as jewellery, photos, clothing or family treasures that belongs


to the enquirer. The item has to have been either worn or used, so to pick up vibrations & impressions from it.


This enables the reader to tune into it.


Most people sense impressions from the past or emotions that are not connected with their own feelings if they


handle a family treasure or touch the stone walls of an ancient monument.


Objects from ancient sites absorb both physical & emotional imprints from those who have lived in that place.


Impressions that are the strongest in place psychometry come from violent events, such as murders, battles or


long periods of unbroken tranquility, like an abbey where monks have lived the same way for hundreds of years.


This is because their individual life spans ran into one.





The Technique:


Do not talk to or look at the owner of the object when the item is handed over to the reader.


Place the object into the palm of one hand & cup it with the other. Close your eyes & meditate on the contents for a few minutes.


Open your eyes & gently rotate the item between fingers & thumb of the left hand.


Be aware of any impressions you first receive. Does it feel hot/cold, sad/joyful, secure or maybe a feeling of failure? 


Follow your intuition, even if it feels irrelevant.


Give all the information gathered, you will find that these small insights & impressions mean more than you may think.


If you pick up extreme negativity, wait before you say anything as you may be picking up a previous owners responses.


Always be completely clear about what you are experiencing before giving any warnings. The more you practice your psychic 


skills, the faster your predictions will  unfold.
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DIVINATION BY CASTING MARKED STONES (PESSOMANCY)


Prediction of the future by using "talking stones" is another ancient technique.


Select 9 stones or pebbles that are the same size. They should be round & smooth.


You can mark them with symbols of your choice, or paint each stone a different colour.





RED             yes           go for it.


BLACK           no            will cause hindrance, the path is blocked.


ORANGE          wait          opportunities of a beneficial nature.


YELLOW          work          prospects are highlighted.


GREEN           money         issues are to the fore.


BLUE            not yet       take time to think.


INDIGO          structure     is needed now.


PURPLE          leadership    do it your own way.


WHITE           wishes        are achieved, you cant lose.





Place the stones in your cupped hand. With your eyes closed, shake the stones while concentrating


on the area that needs enlightenment. Cast them downwards onto an even surface, & open your eyes.


The pebbles nearest to you will represent happenings in the near future. The further they are, the longer the time until they occur.
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CASTING OF THE BONES (ASTRAGALOMANCY)





Casting of the bones has been practiced since the beginning of mankind.


They were thought to represent man's close connection with himself & nature.


The bones were respected for their healing powers & fertility & were considered to bring good fortune.


For your own set of bones you can use oxtail or any other small bones from a tail etc.





Select the largest bone, this will represent strength & a promise of good fortune.


Select the longest bone, this will indicate the that the outcome will take a while to come to fruition.


Select a bone that is damaged, this will show that care must be taken, as all is not well.


The fourth bone will be the smallest & will indicate that the outcome will not have much substance to it.


It will be low energy & lightweight.





Hold the bones in your right hand, ask your question & scatter them before you. 


The bone that falls nearest to you will give you the answer.





   


DIVINATION BY CASTING DICE  (ORIGINALLY ASTRAGALOMANCY) casting of the bones


Astragals (ankle bones) were used in Pairs, each having four different faces upon which it could fall.


Astragals in ancient Rome were carved from semiprecious stones. The values of these faces became the


Roman six-sided dice that we are familiar with today.


In ancient times, where the dice landed was very important. They were thrown into a specific pattern


that related to nature that was laid out on the ground.





Casting the dice:


You should only cast the dice on behalf of another person, never for yourself.


It is best to work with the dice in complete silence.





To begin, draw a circle about 2 hand-widths. The circle symbolizes an all-encompassing area. It allows


the dice & the elements to focus on the specific question asked. You must ask only one question at a time


for each throw of the dice, as the dice cannot answer several questions at once.





1   Yes


2   No


3   Take care


4   Be Wise


5   Excellent Luck


6   Of Course


7   Have Faith


8   Patience


9   Certainly


10  Doubtful


11  Nonsense


12  A Risk





Think of the question & throw the dice into the circle.


Add up the numbers revealed & consult the list of answers.


If one die falls outside the circle, do not count it.


If both dice come to rest outside, throw them again.


If both dice come to rest again, it is not a favourable time to answer the question.








SCRYING:


Scrying or looking into a reflective surface, object or substance to see psychic images has been practised


from the earliest of times. The term comes from the English word descry, which means 'to make out dimly'.


In almost every culture, people have gazed into water by moonlight or looked into a piece of crystal or mirror


to see images either in the shiny surface or in the minds eye. 


The practice, was developed by both the Ancient Egyptians & the Arabs. In ancient Greece, young boy's


were used for scrying by gazing into bowls of pure water lit by burning torches. They studied the changes


in the water in the flickering light & invoking the god's or demons to provide their meaning.


The 16th century French physician & astrologer Nostradamus used a bowl of water on a brass tripod to make detailed


prophecies for 10 centuries ahead.








Scrying with water & ink's:


Using a clear glass bowl & either calligraphy ink's or permanent ink cartridges that you can obtain in a range of 


colours. Squeeze directly into the water, drop by drop.


 


Black, red & blue ink's give the clearest readings & you can use more than one colour at a time.


Let the ink's swirl on the surface & obtain your first images of the present situation. This moving stage is especially effective.


Wait for the ink to sink & the water to begin to colour, you will have a second deeper image in the bottom of the bowl for the 


underlying issue or influences.


When the water is entirely coloured, hold the bowl between your hands & tip it gently. About half way down, white rather than ink


images will appear. These will suggest the way forward.





You now have three sets of images representing:





1. The Present Situation.


2. The Underlying Issues or Influences.


3. The Way Forward & Possible Action.
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Magical Mirrors:


The ancient method of mirror scrying is far easier to use compared to crystal ball gazing, it is also very effective although is 


rarely practiced by professional clairvoyants. Lakes were traditionally called


Diana's mirrors because when the full moon lay overhead diviners would scry in lakes.  Long before glass, polished metal was used for mirrors.


Hathor the ancient Egyptian goddess of love is said to have created the first magic mirror. One side was endowed with the power of Ra's eye to


see all, no matter how far in miles or how far into the future.  The other side showed the seer in hers or his true light and only a brave person


could look at it without flinching.  The Greek scribe in bronze mirrors to see into the future, black shiny mirrors often called, the witches’ mirrors


were popular in Medieval times but because with their association with the black arts they are now rarely possessed by ordinary scryers.  





HOW TO MAKE THE MAJIC MIRROR:


A tray made of silver alloy or any flat wide surface of brass copper or stainless steel will serve the same function as any traditional mirror.  Experiment with 


a variety of metals till you find one that feels right for you.  You should keep this exclusively for scrying and cover with a soft cloth when not in use, polish before each reading.  You may also


even try scrying with either a computer monitor or television screen when the power is switched off.  





Prop your tray against a wall.  Place six white candles in a semi-circle behind you so that their light is reflected on the surface.


Switch off all lights in the room so that every day objects do not intrude into the frame.  


Sit slightly to the right so your image does not appear in the mirror also look slightly out of focus.


Ask a question and wait for the images to form either within the mirror or in your mind's eye. Both are equally valid and with practice you can throw the images from your mind's eye into the mirror


so you may study them.


Start by visualising the image in your mind's eye on the surface of your mirror.  Then gradually see it receding deeper within the mirror and expanding so it fills the whole area.  You may see single


images or whole scenes.


Once you have the image either look away or close your eyes again then open and blink.  Continue until you have a string of five or six images.  You may see up to ten different pictures or images.


When you feel tired or  you may be losing concentration or can not get anything more blow out the candles one by one cover your mirror and write down your images in the order they occurred.


If they do not make sense join them with a spiral line and as you do so begin to weave a story with them.  Do not force logical connection just let the words flow.  Alternatively take out paints or


felt tips, and on plain paper draw them into a back-drop.  You may use the same technique with a crystal ball or a conventional mirror. 


If nothing appears close your eyes, open them and blink then re-look into the shiny surface.





HOW TO READ A MAJIC MIRROR FOR OTHERS:


Get the enquirer to hold the mirror between their hands for a few moments then sit to the right of the mirror with you directly behind them.  This enables you both to gaze into the mirror but the visions are the


other persons. 


Ask the enquirer to concentrate on a particular question or a matter of concern while gazing into the mirror.


Firstly ask what the enquirer can see, as often a complete beginner can see visions, especially if you explain pictures in the mind's eye are just as valid.





Describe what you can see but ask how the enquirer would interpret the the image.  People often have quite definite ideas of what a symbol means to them and can often answer questions instantly.  A reading is


more helpful if it is a dialogue between two psyches rather than a physic guessing game. Again aim for between five and ten distinct images or scenes that you can combine.





INTERPRETING THE IMAGES:


An image moving towards the scryer suggest that the event will occur or the person appear very soon.


An image moving away suggests that the event or person is either moving away from the scryers world or a past issue a relationship may be still exerting undue influence on the scryer.


Images appearing on the left suggest actual physical occurrences.


Images appearing in the centre or to the right tend to by symbolic.


Pictures near the top are important and need prompt attention.


Those in the corners or the bottom are less prominent or urgent.


The relative size of the images will indicate their importance.





WHAT DO THE IMAGES MEAN:


The images if you allow them to do so suggest relevant answers to the question asked. We all have personal systems of symbols, from childhood and modified over the years.  


A symbol system is never fixed but most people do have common factors, based on archetypes (meanings that have held true in many times & places)





